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IL An Aceamt of a Gentleman s being Cut for 
the Stone in the Kidney^ with a brie f Enqni* 
ry into the Antiquity and VraBice of Ne- 
phrotomy. 

NEphrotomy reftraining its Signification to Cutting in- 
ihe Kidney for the Stone, is an Operation which 
hath been hitherto (b little pra9:iCed,and always thought 
to be attended with fo much difficulty and danger, chat 
very few of rhofe Authors who have treated of the 
Bifeafes of the Kidoyes, and particularly of the Stone 
there, have thought it worth their while to mention it ; 
and they who have, have done it generally to condemn 
it. Some indeed have imagined, that Hippocrates in 
his Book De Intern. Jfft^. hath commanded the Ope- 
ration; where, enumerating the Difeafes of the Kid- 
nies and their Cure, he hath thefe words, Quum au- 
tern intumuerit & elevatus fuerit^ ful id tempus juxta 
renem fecato ^ extra^o pure^ arenamper urinam cientia^ 
fanato. " Si enim feSius fuerit^ ftig£ J pes e(i, fin minus ^ 
morlus homini commoritur : and Sinihaldm in particular, 
Antipb. Hippacr. ^. l:^. upon thefe words of Hippo* 
crates^ who he tells us (as Macrohim had done long 
before) tarn fallere quam falli ^efcit, is fo felicitous to 
have this unknown Praftice, as he calls \t^ Revived, 
that he paffionately exhorts the French and Roman Sur- 
geons to make the Experiment upon Brutes, that they 
might with greater dexterity and readinefs perform it 
upon Men ; but with Submifllon, he feems to infer 
more from Hippocrates'^ words, then upon a due Ex^ 
amination they will be found to bear, not confidering, 
as he ought, the Conditions which Hippocrates require s ^ 
for to fay nothing of m/xv^v n^ivi lihv vif^v, justa 
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retiemfecare,^shimCe[{iMercurialu,FoeJftUytind others have 
rendred it,or adRegionem rents, as f.Martinm ; who, if f 
mifiake not, is the fingle Perfon that hath exprefly 
Commented upon this Book of Hippocrates, but dedu- 
ces no fuch Pra<aice from thefe words) but admitting 
it in as large a fenee ashe will, and that /Hippocrates 
did intend (as I fuppofe he did) that we ihould cut i» 
renem as Fr. Rojfetus Tranflates it ; yet I fiy , ii 
he had confidered the Conditions which Hippocrates's 
requires to precede the Operation,there would be no (uch 
occafion to Pradice upon other Animals, to render a 
Man dextrous when adiing (according to Hippocrates 
Dired:ions ) upon Humane Bodies : for 'tis not fuffi- 
dent that we take our Indications only from the com- 
mon Symptoms of the Stone, be they never fo grie- 
vous and never fo evident ; but there muft be an Apo- 
ftem too, t^iXm 70 'to'(^, ftys he, and that is to mani- 
feft ii felf externally by a Tunior qkotuv ^ '^i^mr 
iy i^ct^^Yi. And then indeed, the neceffity and reaibn 
of tile Operation are fo obvious, and the Difficulty fo 
little, that no Man ought to decline it. I quarrel 
not with SinihaUus, or the reft, for propofing this or 
any other Ofteration, whereby the Art of Healing may 
be advanced, or the Miferies of Mankind relieved 5 
but for perverting this paflage of Hippocrates , and 
abufing his Authority to Countenance a Pradice which 
I am confident Hippocrates knew nor, and in this 
place, nor, for any thing that appears in any other, 
neither adviftd ncr intended. Of Apoftems in the Kid- 
nics/occafioned by an Inflammation (for from an Inflam- 
mation to an Abfcefs, the tranfition is ea/ie) and from 
other Caufes exclufive of the Stone, and of Matter 
diftharged thence by opening, exaiiiples are fo frequent, 
that there is nothing wonderful in that Cafe ; ond a- 
ny Man who hath miucd, or is fiirprized at an Inftance 
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of tha* in his ownfraQiice ; may be Tupplied with va- 
riety enough, from many of thofe Authors who have 
made it their bufinefi to Publifh Obfervations., And 
moft of thofe who have written of Nephritic Dlfeafes 
in general, have taken care to deliver the manner of 
treating them, tho' it be not the dcfign of their Writing 
to furnilh us with particular Cafes. 

Nor do we want Inftances of Apofteras in^the Kld« 
tiyes, occafioned originally from the Stone there, and 
manfeftingihemfeivesbya Tumour, upon opening of 
which,Stones have been difcharged with the Pus, or have 
been foon after removed, and this is the very Cafe which 
Hippocrates fuppofes, and upon which he juftjy advifes 

the Praftice. 

Some Obfervations we have of Stones which have 
gradually wrought themfelves out of the Kidney, with- 
out any preceding abfcefi , an inftance of which (t» 
mention no more) we have in tulpius, 1. 4. Ohf. %Z, 
(whofe Authority when he writes from Autopfy, I talre 
to be as unqueftionable as any Mans) of a Perfon who 
feaving long labour'd with the Stone in the Kidnyes 
(which was hereditary to him) had at length one dit 
charged through his Loins, which occafioned a Fiftula, 
through which his Urine continued to flow with the Pus 
for a long time ; for the heiling of which, after many 
fruitlefs Attemts, all that they could effed , was only 
to clofe the external Orifice, which locking in the mat- 
ter, forced it into the Abdomen, which throwing hirn 
into a Fever killed him. And this, among other mif- 
chiefs, Tulpim makes uft of,as no mean Argument againft 
the Prafl-ice of i^ephrotmy. But whatever fbrae Men 
have inferred from JHippocrates^ 'tis my Opinion, that 
we have no manner of Evidence, that Nephrotomy was 
pra<3:ifed in his time, or in many Ages after. For Cel' 
Jus (who, by Heurnim his leave, is valuable for fome- 
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thing befides the Purity of his Stile) is fileot in th? mat- 
ter, altho' he be fo particular and accurate in bis Dif- 
cpurfe of cutriog for the. Stone in the Bladder. And Ga- 
/<« himfelf , whofe, way is to fay a 11 he can upon his 
Subjed^ and is copious enough upon Difeafcs of the Kid- 
nyes, efpecially the Stone, mentions it not ; which, had 
it been in ufe in his Days, or perhaps beloie hini|^ would 
haiKJly have efcapcd him. Cardan indeed, De lihr. 
fro^r.p.i^^. ed.. Lug4. miH^klng Hippocrates with 
the reft, reckpns it mter deptrdita., and is pleafed (with 
his ufuai rudenefs) among other Operations, to attri- 
bute the loft of this. tQ GaiM, and for no other reafbn, 
but becaufe he omitted tomenticn it. But this from t 
Perfoa whofe Candor and Judgment are not always 
without txception , without betier Arguments, is of 
iltje import J efpecially if we remember how pleafed 
he ieems, with every advantage which he fancies 
he hath over him j how frequent he is in expo, 
fmg him, and with what contempt he often ufes him^ 
not confidering how very open himfelf lyes in almoft 
al,l his own voluminous Writings : And yet this fur- 
nifze of Cardans (or whoever elfe dreamed before him) 
was Authority fulBcient to an Autholr as fantaftical as 
he, Dr. Mmc Cafauhn in his Cenfure of the Royal 
Society^ to reproach the memory of Galen^ and with 
juft as much reafon and equity. But if his Silence be 
all the reafon they have (and there is no other imagina- 
ble) then are Ceffus and Ruffus^ who preceded him, and 
Anetem^ who was atJeaft his Contemporary, equally 
to be blamed, But indeed there are no footflep^ that 1 
caoDifcover among any of the Greek or Latin Phyficians, 
fbme of which being very fullupon aUNephritic Cafes.can^. 
not be fuppofed univerfilly to have omitted fo important 
a Pradice, bad it been in ufe among them: Tho' an 
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AhQ:ds \n the Kidnyes, and the Method ot Cure, 
be, what leverslot ihemdo mention, as. well as the 
Moderns, 

The firft light which I can pretend to difcover of 
ilie Operation, as praftiCed in our Cafe, isamongthe 
Arahians^ tho' even by ihem with an intention to dii^ 
courage and deter all Men from the Attemt| tot Se- 
rapim, who is placed by Wdfgangm Juftm^ betwixt the 
Tenth and Eleventh Century , tho' by Ren. M$reau 
three hundred years earlierjgives his Opinion of it thus; 
Traii. 4. c. %%. Quidam antiquorum frm^ptrunt hfi* 
dim renum extrd^i mm ferro imidente retro fuper htm 
dmrum ilmum in loco renum. Egomtem videi^quod -hma 
audacia Mfl difficilh vebementer &, adminifiratia iflim 
mratimh eft maxime perkukfa &. fufpeiia de morte. 
Who thefe Ancients were that advifed, I coofels to 
be beyond my Conjecture ; it being, as I have feid, 
to be found in none of their Writings, which have re-, 
ojained to our times ; unlels we may be allowed to lay, 
that he alfib had mifunderftood Hippocrates^ as fome 
have manifeftly done fince. Betwixt iz and 1300 
AvM^ had much the fame Opinion, both of the Pra- 
fliice and the Praftiiioners ; Sunt .pulahr ant extra^ 
here ipjum per imifipnem ilii & per dor/km Sed efi 
magnm timor in eo ^ operatio ejus qui rationem mn haiet, 
Pjjg. 361. ed. Fen, 1562. The difference of their 
Sentiments being only, that one thought it the Under- 
taking of a Mad»mao, the other of a Confident Fellow j 
but from Avicedi^ Words, there is &me colour to be-^ 
iieve that it was prad:iftd in his Days, tho' undoubted- 
ly^ if it were, from his talking fo flightly of it, it 
was only by Perfons of a mean Character, fuch perhaps 
as our Mountebaoks, whohaviog no regard or concern 
for the lives of Men, and little Reputation of their own 
soloofe, venture; boldly, and (ometimies luccefefallyj, 
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^pon thofc things which wary and more judicious Men 
avoid. But, notwithftanding Avken*s words, that it was 
very rarely, if at all, pradiifed among the Arahians them* 
felves , I think a Man may very reafonably infer, 
from the general Silence of all the reft of their 
Writers. 

Among the Moderns, as well as I can inform my felf, 
Fr. Rofetus lilr. de partu Cafareo feems to have been 
the firit ; who, to make that Operation, for the fake 
of which he wrote his Book, obtain, by relating others 
which were Analogous^ began ferioufly to advife the 
Pradice; tho, after al( his endeavouiit, he is not able 
to produce one Inftance, either of his own or other 
Mens Experience, where they were not firft Invited 
and dire<aed by a vifible preceding. Tumour. He fcems 
either not to have met with, or not to have believed 
that extraordinary Ca(e in Calius Bhodiginus var. leil. 
l.l.c.iz. of a Woman, who having for a good while 
been affli(3:ed with a load and paip in the Region of her 
Kidnyes ; fcratched with that rage and impatience fo 
long with her Nails, till Ihe made a Wound fo large 
and deep, as todilcharge eighteen Stones magnitudine 
^Mnti in tejferis vifitur. And very juftly does he tQi&&, 
that Account in Parey^ I. x^. c. 19. as a Story whole 
authority was remote and fuipicious, and the manner 
of the Relation altogether uninftruftive. For tho' Me- 
zeray in his Hiftory takes upon him to tell us that the 
Kidney was opened, yet all that can be learned from 
Tarey, who Tranfcribed it from the fame Author, from 
whom without doubt, Mezeray took it, (t;/z. Enguer- 
randde Monflrtkt dans fes chroniques depuis ran 1400. 
jufques en Fan 1/^6 J. Printed at /'<7m 1 5 72.) amounts 
to no more than this, that there beiog a Criminal, who 
had been long (ubjeft to Calculous Pains, condemned to 
Dye, the Pbyficians, upon pretence that it would be 
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for the Benefit of Mankind, obtained leave of the King 
that they might open him alive, and infped: the parrs 
afFe<3;ed ; which having done, and placing them all 
right again, theyftitched him up, and the Mao furvi- 
ved, but no Account u^here they opened hicii, what 
parts were DiCeafed, or vvhat they oJbferved, But from 
Pare/s Relation, moft certain it is, if there be any cer- 
tainty in the Story at all, that they did not cut into 
the Body of the Kidney. But when Parey inferted in- 
to the Margin, Superat hac narratio non modo omnem ad* 
mirationem fid & jfidem, he might as well have added, 
& le£lione vix digna. But nocwithftanding Rojfefs 
Zeal to bring this* Operation into ufe ; and tho' he urges 
Hippocrates s Authority to juftifie the cutting into the 
Kidney, he is yetfo ingenuous as to acknowledge Prce^ 
fente tumore, nee aliter^ Hippocratem imperaffe feSiio- 
nem. And as plaufible as his Reafoning may (eem, it 
does not appear, that he hath been able to gain niany 
Profelytes to his Opinion ; the fence of thofe Authors 
who have mentioned it (who are not many neither} be* 
ing generally agaioft it, and concluding in effe(2: with 
Riolan. Ench. Anat. /. x, c, zS> Nifi natura monfirante 
viam atque pr^eunte , nefas efi tent are nephrotomiam ; 
tho' in his younger and more daring years^ be (eems of 
a quite different Opinion, when in another place with- 
out thofe Reftridions he pronounces, Renes vulneran 
& incidi poffk^ indicium efi nephrotomiam fecure admini- 
flraripojje. Aitho' it appears to be the concurrent Opi- 
nion of thofe Anchors who have treated of Wounds in 
the Kidnyes, that if they penetrate the Pehis th^y ter- 
minate in Doath^yet if they had lived to have beheld the 
Experiment which I am about to relate, performed by 
(b great a Man with (o good fucceft, they would, no 
doubt, have made their Prcgnoliic with more caution 
and refer ve, and not (b Magiik-rially have exploded the 
Operation. Bui: 
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But to detain you no longer with a Digreffion, b 
pleafed to receive the Hiftory as I had it ircm Mr /^-« 
Jin himCdi, who was the Perfon upon whcra thti Expe- 
riment was made, and for my thing that falls within 
my Knowledge. TheFirft, 

This Gentleman, who was Gondii for the Englijh u 
Venice^ having beeh long affli£ttd with the Stone in the 
Kidney, wasac length attacked with a Fit of that Dura- 
tion and Violence, that it reduced him almoft to De- 
Iperation j and finding no Relief from any means that 
had been ufed, he determined to apply himlelf to £?^- 
minkm de Marchtttu^ who, as Ch, Fat in in his Lyceum 
Patavimm tells us, was Primarim prailiae Extraordi- 
narmFrofe£ar ^t Padua, a Fam'd and Experienced Pra- 
ctitioner there, the Son of Peter^ both well known to 
the Learned part of their Profellioo. To this Perfon 
Mt: Hi^hfon^ under the greateft Extremity of Pain ima- 
ginable, addrelTed bimfelf, imploring of him, that ha- 
ving madeufe of all conceivable means, and thebeflad* 
vice that was to be had in Fenke, Vvithout Svlccq% h 
would be pleafed to cue the Stone out of his Kidney, 
being fixt in his belief^ that no other Method remained 
capaoJeof Relieving him j adding that he was not in- 
fenfible of the Danger • but that Death it k\i was infi- 
nitely more eligible, than a Life in that Mifery, un- 
der which he had long and did then Groan. Marchetti 
leemed very defirous to have declined it, reprefenting 
not only the extreme hazard, but as he feared the im- 
pradicablenefs of the Operation, that 'twas what he 
had never attempted , and thai to proceed to it, was 
in effect to deftroy him: But Mr. Hohfon perfift- 
ing that if he refufed it, he would never defjft till he 
found out one who would do \i. Marchetti was at 
length, by bis Refolution and Importunity prevailed 
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Vpon to undertake it; and having prepared him as he 
thought convenient, he began with his Knife, cutting 
gradually upon "the Region of the Kidney affected, to 
long, till the Blood difturbed and blinded his Work, 
ih that he could not finifti it at that attemt : where- 
fore dre/Ting up the Wound till the next Day, he then 
repeated and accomplilhed it, by cutting into that Body 
of the Kidney, and taking thence two or three fmall 
Stones, he drefled it up again. From this Inftant he 
was freed from the Severity of his Pain, and in a rea* 
ionable time wasable to walk about his Chamber, ha- 
ving been in no danger, either from Flux of Blood or 
Fever. Marchetti continued to ^x^^s the Wound for 
a confiderable time, but was not able to clofe it up, it 
(bon becoming Fiftulous from the continual flowing of 
the Urina through the Sinus; but being in all other 
refpedts reftored to his former Heahh and vigor, and 
the Matter difcharged being little, he took leave of the 
Profeflbr, and returned to Venke^ under the Care and 
Management of his Wife ; who, one Morning as (he 
was dreffing the Sore, fancied Ihe felt fomething hard 
and rugged as ilie wiped it ; upon which, Examining 
a' little more carefully with her Bodkin, which ftrved 
her inftead of a Probe, ihe found it to be a Stone, of 
the Figure and Magnitude of a Date Stone ,• which be- 
ing removed, he never after complained of the Icaft 
uneafineft in the part. About Ten Years after this he 
returned to London^ where the Learned Dr. tyfon, and 
my fclf, were, by Dhr» Dow^es^ who had known him 
formerly in Venice^ invited to fee him, which we did 
at the Caftle-Tavern in PaterNoJIer-Row ; where, af- 
ter we had received this Account from himfelf, he 
gave us the Satisfa(3:ion of viewing the Sore, which 
continued open, and permitted me without any Com- 
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plaint (tbe Callofity being great) to pafs my Probe 
fo far into the Sinus, that we concluded it reached in- 
to the Kidney : the Matter it then difcharged was 
but Jittle in quantity, but always diluted with and 
fmelt ftrongot Urine. The Orifice would fometimes 
clofe for three or four Ddys together, and then the Mat- 
ter made its way through the common Pallages with 
the Urine, yet without any diiBculty or Pain. There 
is no queftion, but that there was a Coalition of the 
Kidney, and the Mufcle Plbas. When we faw it he 
applied nothing to the Orifice but a clean Linnen Rag, 
which had a ftrong Urinous Scent. He was then as 
able in appearance, to perform all the Fundions of life, 
and to undergo any Fatigue, as any Man of his Years ; 
being then, I conceive, upwards of Fifty, and was the 
next day to ride Pod forty or fifty Miles. I have heard 
that he is fince dead, but could not be informed of 
what Diftafe. 
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